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The biggest array of forest covered parabolic dunes can be seen in 

kalnas“ (“H
ill of W

itches”) is also set.

W
e w

ould suggest exploring the grey dunes (also called the dead dunes) at the 

N
aglių natural reserve. It stretches 1 km

 to the east, and allow
s the visitors to 

observe exclusive habitat of the grey dunes, w
hich is very rare in Europe.

-
pletely covered by the carpet of m

oss, lichens and sm
all grass, stable com

m
uni-

to exist, and taw
ny pipit is also breeding here. Looking at the panoram

a of the 
gray dunes, it looks as if they are covered w

ith a gray velvet carpet. This im
age 

is created by the dom
inant grasses (grey hair grass, blue hair grass, sand sedge 

and others) as w
ell as m

oss and lichens, w
hich count over 20 species here. This 

w
alk only along delineated path.

stretches along the seashore. G
enerally these dunes are 3 to 4 m

 high, and 70 -150 
m

 w
ide, but in som

e places they can be up to 14 m
 high. This ridge has several 

aided by w
ind, sea and sand, it em

erged 200 years ago. Foredune building w
orks 

has been form
ed in stages. In spring about 50-60 m

 aw
ay from

 the sea and 2 m
 

aw
ay from

 each other, tw
o row

s of fences from
 thicker branches and stakes used 

to be built along the coast. W
hen in tw

o or three w
eeks sand covered them

, tw
o 

row
s of dikes w

ere built again to grow
 this m

ound even higher. In autum
n, w

hen 

used to be done in perpendicular lines, w
hich form

ed sm
all squares sloping 

upw
ard w

ith increasing density, so that the sand w
ould not be carried aw

ay by the 

w
ith brushw

ood fences. 

m
aintaining the ridge. In spring eroded w

estern slope of the dune ridge is being 
covered by brushw

ood, w
hich collects and traps the sand.

ram
anas rose bushes. This non-indigenous plant has been selected by foresters 

flow
ers, and by the autum

n its branches get covered by red berries.  

Parabolic dunes are the old (prim
evial) Curonian spit landscape elem

ent. 5 thousand years ago w
hen Curonian spit w

as 
just em

erging, first low
 sandy dunes started to appear on the w

estern part of the land. U
nder the influence of w

estern 
w

inds sm
all w

ashouts w
ere form

ed, and the piles of sand w
ere m

oved into the land, gradually turning into horseshoe-

m
any places.


